FROM:


MARGARET CARSON





Chief





Division of Facilities and Asset Management

SUBJECT:

Review of Kitchen Fire Extinguishing systems and Code Upgrade to UL 300 Standard
Purpose

The purpose of this letter is to determine the status of your center’s kitchen hood fire extinguishing systems with respect to the Underwriter’s Laboratories (UL) Standard 300. Collection of this information is an essential first step to upgrading non-UL 300 compliant systems.

Background

In 1994, Underwriter’s Laboratories developed a new standard for testing fire extinguishing systems for protection of restaurant cooking areas.  This new standard (UL 300) reflected the increased threat of fire in commercial cooking equipment due to the widespread change in cooking media from animal fat to vegetable oil and improvements in the insulation of cooking equipment.

The Department of Labor has recognized the superior fire suppression capabilities of the UL 300 systems and has required compliance in the design of new or renovation of existing kitchen facilities.

Although UL 300 was not intended to be applied retroactively (for systems that were code compliant at the time of installation), Fire Marshals in five states have mandated the implementation of UL 300 retroactively as of January 2009.  These states are California, Texas, Arkansas, Utah and Montana [Illinois added in January 2010]. Your State’s Fire Marshal has not yet chosen to modify state building codes to require retroactive compliance with UL 300. 

Action 

During your next required semi-annual inspection of kitchen hood fire extinguishing systems, please make arrangements with your licensed fire extinguishing system inspection contractor to evaluate all kitchen and culinary arts fire suppression systems at your center for UL 300 compliance.  Since you are already required to perform semi-annual inspections, you should comply no later than October 12, 2009. You inspector may already have this information on file.
Where any system is not UL 300 compliant, please arrange for the inspection contractor to provide an estimate of the cost for upgrades. 

Please instruct your inspector to use Attachment A to record their findings, and their opinion(s) of cost to upgrade non-UL 300 compliant system(s).  Attachment A is also available online at www.pbdewberry.com  You may submit this information electronically to Mr. Bill Armour at Armour.Bill@dol.gov or by fax 703-516-2299.

